
implementing existing policies 
and delivering services crucial 
to the sustainability of the 
meat industry. The industry’s 
communication with officials 
in the department had also 
been seriously hampered. It 
therefore remained imperative 
for the industry to lead 
from the front by focusing 
on resources to overcome 
these hurdles, Ford said. 

Meat inspection
During the reporting year, the 
government had instituted 
the Meat Inspection Scheme 
and established a Meat 
Inspection Advisory Forum 
with representation in all 
provinces. Progress would 
be monitored, said Ford.

International hide prices had 
dropped substantially during the 
year and the local hide industry 
was facing a tough time, with one 
of the larger tanneries closing 
down. The Department of Trade 
and Industry had continued 
promoting its proposed policy 
calling for a ban on the export of 
raw cattle hides with a 20% export 
tax on semi-processed hides 
during the first year and a 40% 
export tax from the second year.

According to Ford, the RMIF 
had agreed to pursue this matter 
on behalf of the upstream 
value chain on the grounds of 
‘deficient process’, because, if 
implemented, the policy would 
have far-reaching economic 
implications for the cattle 
and abattoir industries.

Despite ongoing communication 
with DAFF, very little had been 
done to end the illegal slaughter 
of donkeys and the trade in 
donkey hides for export.

Turning to the availability of 
vaccines, Ford said the RMIF had 
obtained a court order requiring 
Onderstepoort Biological 
Products to consistently and 
without fail produce details of 
precise quantities of vaccines in 
stock for immediate distribution.

trade with china
Referring to South Africa’s 
agreement with China, Ford 
said that the specific protocol 
remained prohibitive and was 
still negative for exports due 
to the strengthening rand. It 
made the local product less 
competitive on the local market. 
The agreement could be revised 
if both parties were in agreement. 
With this in mind, the RMIF 
would pursue the matter.
• Contact the RPO at 
012 349 1102/1103 or rpo@lantic.net.
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ABOVE: 
The cost of 
controlling 

food pathogens 
has increased, 

regulations 
governing food 

safety have 
become stricter, 

and consumer 
awareness of the 
issue has grown. 
All these factors 
have put greater 
pressure on the 

red meat industry. 
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Disease, politics, 
vaccines and export 
issues all featured 
in 2017/18. At the 
RMIF AGM, outgoing 
chairperson Dave Ford 
looked back on the year.
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the listeriosis outbreak, 
which claimed more than 
200 lives, made meat 

safety a prominent theme this 
year, according to Dave Ford, 
outgoing chairperson of the Red 
Meat Industry Forum (RMIF).

In his address at the forum’s 
annual general meeting, Ford 
said that the cost of controlling 
food pathogens and the need to 
respond to tougher regulations, 
growing consumer awareness, 
and the impact of social media 
had all challenged the industry.

Hygiene breaches, coupled with 
the growth of ‘food fraud’ and 
product mislabelling, had also 
posed a threat, and regulatory 
liaison and communication of 
the industry’s point of view 
needed to be improved.

In addition, the effect of the 
four-year drought had continued 
to keep the meat industry 
under severe pressure. Reduced 
livestock supplies had resulted 
in increased livestock and meat 
product prices, which were 
expected to remain at high levels 
for some time to come, Ford said.

Political statements by political 
leaders, the decline in GDP 
growth, the strengthening 
of the rand during the first 
quarter of 2018, the increase in 
VAT from 14% to 15%, water 
restrictions in drought-stricken 
provinces, and ever-increasing 
fuel, tax and energy prices, 
along with weakened consumer 
buying power, had all 
resulted in more abattoirs and 
butcheries closing down.

Moreover, the Department 
of Agriculture, Forestry 
and Fisheries (DAFF) 
seemed incapable of 
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A challenging year for the RMIF


