
• Do not waste feed by 
throwing it on the ground; use 
troughs or conveyor belts.

the ideal feed 
Roughage, be it on the veld or 
in the trough, is the basis for 
all ruminant feed. To ensure it 
is better utilised (results in less 
waste), it should be coarsely 
ground. The energy content can 
be increased with a source such 
as ground maize, and balanced 
with crude protein. The intake of 
minerals should then be balanced 
according to the animals’ needs. 

Although feed pellets are 
convenient for transport and 
handling, coarsely ground and 
properly balanced roughage 
is best for livestock. 

Restrict the daily intake 
of salt (NaCl) for sheep to 
between 5g and 10g, and for 
cattle to between 50g and 60g. 

Supplementary feeding 
Supplementary feeding 
(licks) must be managed 
carefully, otherwise some 
animals will consume too 
much while others will ingest 
too little to benefit at all. 
• Avoid feeding livestock 
aimlessly on veld. 
• A range of products are 
available; seek advice from 
an animal nutritionist. 
• Animals may lose body 
weight in moderation (between 
10% and 15%), but this should 

take place over a relatively long 
period and the animals should 
receive adequate nutrition. 

general tipS for 
managing beef cattle 
• Determine pregnancy of 
cows and heifers as soon as 
possible (eight weeks for cows 
and six weeks for heifers) after 
the bulls have been removed. 
Also determine the stage of 
pregnancy (early, mid and 
late conception). Cull animals 
that have not conceived. 
• Combine this information 
with an assessment of body 
condition to identify animals that 
may benefit from early weaning 
or strategic supplementation, 
and those that should be sold. 
• Sheep/goat production can 
benefit from early weaning of 
lambs/kids; the ewes can be fed at 
lower maintenance levels and the 
lambs/kids finished in a feedlot. 
• Good nutrition and inoculation 
against disease are related. 
Creating immunity requires 
protein (amino acids in the diet) 
to produce antibodies. During 
droughts and dry seasons 
the protein content of veld 
is normally low. Make sure, 
therefore, that you inoculate the 
animals in good time to ensure 
better immunity. Discuss any 
changes in the animal health 
and disease control programme 
with your veterinarian. 
• Email Prof HO de Waal 
at dewaalho@ufs.ac.za.
• Phone the RPO on 012 349 1102/3  
or email rpo@lantic.net.
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RIGHT: 
Livestock can lose 
between 10% and 

15% of body weight, 
but this should 

not be allowed to 
happen too quickly. 

Importantly, they 
should still receive 

enough nutrition 
from their feed.
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Correct animal management during  
dry conditions or drought can save  
your livestock and your business.

Livestock, 
grazing and  
the drought

This page is sponsored  
by the red meat industry

Grazing in large parts of 
the central interior is 
likely to remain poor 

throughout the coming winter 
due to low soil water levels. 
Crops are already affected, 
and crop residues and will not 
be readily available for feed. 

The following guidelines 
may help prevent mortalities 
and reduce financial loss: 
• Maintain your cash 
flow judiciously. 
• Safeguard your core breeding 
livestock. You will need 
these animals to generate an 
income after the drought. 
• Provide strategic 
supplementary feeding on veld. 
• Reduce the number of livestock 
dependent on grazing by selling 
surplus animals or moving them 
to a kraal or planted pasture. 
• Confine livestock to small 
paddocks with shade trees or 
other protection. This provides 
better control over the quantity 
of feed provided daily. 
• Ensure all animals have 
access to clean drinking water. 
• Separate stronger and 
weaker animals to reduce 
competition at feed troughs. 
• Prevent thin livestock from 
becoming too emaciated. 
• Do not feed animals ad lib 
over a long period; ration the 
feed according to the required 
production stage – for example, 
survival, maintenance of 
body mass, or lactation. 
• Provide the rationed feeds 
every second or third day;  
most animals will receive 
enough feed. This will 
also reduce competition 
at the feeding trough.
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