
assurances to trading partners 
that animal disease control 
measures are in place.

A further concern is the 
uncontrolled movement 
of buffalo, and DAFF has 
requested the industry’s 
support in this regard.

DAFF has also implemented 
the independent meat inspection 
scheme and established a meat 
inspection advisory forum to 
address outstanding matters.

In addition, a livestock 
identification and traceability 
committee was established, 
and a livestock identification 
and traceability system policy 
framework document was 
developed and gazetted. 

AnimAl identificAtion 
dAtAbAse
DAFF has successfully transferred 
the animal identification database 
(AIDA) to a new platform, but 
updating the database is proving 
a challenge. The industry has 
proposed that animals be 
re-registered and dormant 
brand marks be removed.

The industry has also 
called on DAFF to enforce 

existing animal identification 
legislation and hire a third-
party agency to call on abattoirs, 
feedlots and auction sales.

DAFF successfully implemented 
the compulsory community 
services scheme for veterinarians, 
but the programme is under-
resourced, as is the animal 
welfare component. The animal 
welfare policy introduced into 
parliament did not originate 
from DAFF and it is important 
that all relevant issues be 
incorporated into legislation.

Work on improving laboratories 
is moving too slowly due 
to a lack of resources.

other fActors 
The following also needs 
to be borne in mind:
• At ports of entry, the 
general trend seems to be 
that international companies 
are moving in and placing 
existing standards and 
control measures at risk. No 
resources have been allocated to 
strengthen DAFF’s monitoring 
capacity in this regard;
• Operation Phakisa revealed 
that smallholder access to export 
markets will not materialise 
unless there is substantial 
buy-in from major feedlots; 
• Smallholder farmers should 
concentrate on producing for 
local customers as there is great 
potential in the informal market;
• The goat industry is mostly 
informal and could be tapped 
into to increase market access;
• Government needs 
the industry’s support 
for trade negotiations; 
this requires a number of 
agreements to be signed;
• Markets in Vietnam and 
China are open for South African 
products and need to be explored.
• Phone the RPO on 012 349 1102/3 
or visit rpo@lantic.net.

promotional article

ABOVE: 
With stock theft 
an ever-present 

danger, it is 
crucial to finalise 
amendments to 

the Stock Theft 
Act and Animal 

Identification Act. 
fw archive

Following meetings with key stakeholders, which include the RPO, the Department of 
Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries has released its five-year strategic plan for 2019-2024.

The five-year journey ahead

This page is sponsored  
by the red meat industry

The Department of 
Agriculture, Forestry and 
Fisheries (DAFF) recently 

released a report on the meetings 
held between it and agricultural 
commodity groups to discuss 
priorities and problems. This 
was followed by the release of 
DAFF’s five-year strategic plan 
for 2019-2024. The RPO is very 
satisfied with the plan and the 
way in which DAFF engaged 
with the red meat industry.

Challenges faced by 
the industry include: 
• Food safety, particularly 
residue monitoring, an important 
requirement in the wake of 
the recent listeria scare;
• Lack of communication 
between national and provincial 
government departments; 
this stifles progress and 
creates bottlenecks;
• Stock theft. The overlap in the 
legislative mandate of DAFF and 
the SAPS must be clarified. It 
is also important to harmonise 
and finalise the amendments 
to the Animal Identification 
Act, the Stock Theft Act and the 
draft Animal Movement Bill;
• Legislative constraints and 
production costs that hamper 
access to and transformation 
of the value chain, as well as 
infrastructure development;
• A lack of resources to address 
the initiatives identified by 
Operation Phakisa. In the 
absence of these, DAFF and 
the livestock industry should 
reprioritise challenges to make 
the most use of available funds.

lAck of trust
Another challenge is the fact 
that the EU does not trust 
South Africa’s foot-and-mouth 
disease-free status. DAFF 
and the red meat industry 
need to work together 
to provide the necessary 
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