
“They must also be measurable; 
we want proof of progress and 
good return on any investments.

“To open up margins, we have 
to broaden our consumer base. 
That includes export markets.”

TraceabiliTy
Van der Ryst said that animal 
health and the traceability 
of meat were imperative for 
achieving a sustainable supply 
of the commodity. The industry 
had to take control of animal 
health issues in private-public 
partnerships with government. 

“Government does not have 
the capacity to maintain animal 
health and ensure that meat 
is safe for consumption. We 
request that government enforce 
legislation in this regard.”

He emphasised that sustainable 
production and technology 
were crucial for the industry to 
remain globally competitive.

To ensure full disclosure 
for the consumer, the 
following needed attention: an 
independent meat inspection 
service; a meat classification 
system; a new grading system; 
and residue monitoring. 

broader indusTry issues
Also crucial, said Van der Ryst, 
were research and development, 
with a focus on practical 
development projects; an 
integrated transformation plan; 
and industry and role player 
liaison when formulating policies.

A key principle of the levy, 
he stressed, was that ‘he who 
pays should have the say’.

He added that the newly formed 
primary cluster consisting of all 
organisations who represented the 
primary role players, namely the 
RPO, the National Emerging Red 
Meat Producers’ Organisation, the 
SA Feedlot Association and the 
Red Meat Abattoir Association, 
therefore made sense, as they 
were partners, not competitors.

an invesTmenT
Van der Ryst said that the 
current statutory levy could 
be doubled, if necessary, if it 
produced results that were in 
line with the RPO’s five-year 
strategic plan. He added that the 
current levy amounted to 0,05% 
of turnover in the primary sector.

The levy had to be 
regarded as an investment, 
not a cost, he concluded.
• Contact the RPO at 
012 349 1102/1103 or rpo@lantic.net.
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The Red Meat Abattoir 
Association is to become 
involved in setting the 
new red meat industry 
statutory levy, and will 
submit its figure by 
November this year.

‘We need higher margins for all’

This page is sponsored  
by the red meat industry

at the recent Red Meat 
Abattoir Association 
conference held near 

Stellenbosch, delegates agreed 
that the association would 
participate in the process of 
setting the 2020/2021 red meat 
industry statutory levy. The 
association’s application has to 
be finalised for recommendation 
to the National Agricultural 
Marketing Council by 
November, and the levy will be 
implemented by November 2020.

The levy will contribute 
to the following:
• Consumer assurance 
and information;
• Business intelligence;
• Industry development;
• Research and development;
• Production development;
• Transformation.

 
The farmers’ view
Providing the producers’ 
perspective of the levy at the 
abattoir conference, Koos van 
der Ryst, chairperson of the 
national Red Meat Producers’ 
Organisation (RPO), said that 
under the current dispensation, 
role players in the red meat value 
chain struggled to make a profit. 

“We have to realise higher 
margins in the value chain. 
That must be the common 
goal for a future levy. In 
other words, higher margins 
for the whole industry.”

The process, he stressed, started 
with the red meat producer.

“There are opportunities to 
increase margins, but funding  
is needed to take the industry 
forward. Interventions are 
needed and they should 
be funded by a levy. 
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