
legs, where they may cause 
lameness and subcutaneous 
water retention (oedema). 
Ulceration of the mouth, trachea 
and stomach can also occur. 

Secondary pneumonia can 
follow in cases where airway 
ulceration occurs. Lesions 
that occur on the scrotum and 
penis can lead to inflammation 
of the testes, which in turn 
often causes temporary or 
even permanent infertility. 

Lesions on the udder frequently 
lead to mastitis and consequent 
loss of udder function. Declines 
in milk production of up to 
50% can be expected in cows 
with lumpy skin disease.
• What treatments are available? 
Treatment is symptomatic 
only. For this reason, it’s 
recommended to try to prevent 
the disease through annual 
vaccination, combined with 
control of ectoparasite vectors. 

Symptomatic treatment 
depends on the degree to 
which the animal is affected, 
and may include rehydration 
and administration of 
anti-inflammatory drugs 
and antibiotics. 

Milk ointment or acriflavin 
glycerine can be applied 
on ulcerated nodules. 

•  How can the disease 
be prevented? 
Vaccinate susceptible animals 
annually, preferably in spring 
before the insect populations 
increase drastically. Because 
an attenuated live vaccine is 
used, a temporary reduction 
in milk production may 
be seen in dairy cattle.

Calves younger than 
six months old born from 
vaccinated cows should not be 
vaccinated. Calves born from 
unvaccinated cows should be 
vaccinated as soon as possible. 

Disease outbreaks seem to  
occur in cycles every few years, 
so some farmers tend to stop 
vaccination during the ‘good 
years’. This leaves large numbers 
of the national herd unprotected, 
which can, in turn, lead to 
enormous outbreaks. These  
are often accompanied by a 
shortage of vaccine due to  
sudden demand and to 
lower vaccine production 
in previous years. 

Plan ahead and do not allow 
yourself to be caught by surprise.
•  Can animals still contract lumpy 
skin disease after vaccination? 
Yes, due to one or more of 
the following reasons: 
– The animal is incubating 
the disease at the time of 
vaccination (as is often the 
case during an outbreak); 
– The vaccine is handled 
incorrectly (for example, the 
cold chain is broken or expired 
vaccine is administered);
– In any population of 
animals, there is always a 
small percentage of animals 
that do not develop a good 
immunity despite vaccination. 
In addition, high infection levels 
may overwhelm the immune 
system of some animals. 
• Contact the RPO at 
012 349 1102/1103 or rpo@lantic.net.
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of lumpy skin 
disease is rising, 
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about protecting 
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Lumpy skin disease can be economically devastating, but the good news is that it can be 
prevented if animals are properly vaccinated every year without fail. 

Stop this disease before it starts!
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Lumpy skin disease is 
caused by a pox virus, and 
characterised by permanent 

skin damage and a sharp decline 
in the fertility and productivity 
of the herd. Here are typical 
questions asked by cattle farmers 
about this serious threat:
•  How can my animals 
contract lumpy skin disease? 
The disease is transferred mainly 
by biting insects such as stable 
flies. Because of the mobility 
of the vector, the disease can 
spread over a large area from 
a single infected animal. 

Within herds, the disease is 
also spread by saliva where 
animals share drinking and 
feeding troughs. Cows excrete 
the virus in their milk and in this 
way infect their calves. People 
can also spread the disease by 
using contaminated equipment.

Most cases occur in late 
summer and early autumn, 
usually after years of 
above-average rainfall. 
• Which animals are 
susceptible to the disease? 
All unvaccinated cattle are 
susceptible, and between 
3% and 85% of a herd can 
be affected. Calves from 
unvaccinated cows are also 
susceptible, but calves from 
vaccinated cows are protected 
until about six months of age. 
• What are the symptoms? 
At first, cattle develop fever 
accompanied by increased 
saliva production and eye 
and nasal secretions. 

Conjunctivitis and enlarged 
lymph nodes may be seen, 
followed by raised skin nodules 
between 1cm and 5cm in diameter. 
These are especially prominent 
in short-haired cattle, and are 
found all over the body. 

Lesions sometimes 
extend into the tendon 
or sinew sheaths of the 
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