
The MBN therefore requested 
an independent auditing 
company to compare the 
slaughter cost of Namibian export 
abattoirs and South Africa’s 
larger abattoirs. It arrived at 
a difference of N$4,98/kg. 

The SMS technical committee 
agreed that this cost difference 
should be shared equally 
between producers and abattoirs, 
which amounted to N$2,49/ kg 
(rounded to N$2,50/kg) each.

The MBN will calculate 
the South African reference 
carcass price weekly. This price 
comprises the Northern Cape 
abattoirs of KLK, Upington 
and Rooidag and Springbok, 
as 60% of Namibian sheep are 
slaughtered at these facilities. 

The MBN will also calculate  
the Namibian benchmark  
price weekly. This is the South 
African reference carcass price 
minus N$2,50/kg. If the price 
difference exceeds N$2,50/ kg, 
sheep producers can apply to the 
MBN to export sheep intended for 
local slaughter. If the difference 
is less than or equal to N$2,50/kg, 
all sheep presented for slaughter 
must be slaughtered locally.

The price difference (N$2,50/ kg) 
will be revised annually, and the 

MBN retains the right to alter the 
abattoirs used in determining the 
South African reference price.

The Namibian benchmark 
price will be determined by the 
highest average carcass price 
on offer at the country’s export 
abattoirs for the A2 and A3 
grades. No free-range species or 
premiums will be considered.

The Namibian benchmark price 
will be announced every Monday 
and be applicable for seven days: 
from the following Wednesday 
until the Wednesday after that.

How it works
Where a producer has booked  
(or intends booking) slaughter 
times at a Namibian export 
abattoir during a particular 
seven-day period, and the 
abattoir’s A2/ A3 price is below 
the Namibian benchmark prices, 
such a producer may use the 
seven-day period to book an 
alternative slaughter time at a 
South African abattoir of his or 
her choice. At the same time, an 
application must be submitted 
to the MBN for the sheep to 
be exported to South Africa.

The MBN will then issue a 
permit to export livestock valid 
for seven days, provided the 
application has been submitted 
within the applicable seven- day 
period. The permit must be 
utilised within 21 days of issue.

If a Namibian export abattoir 
is unable to accommodate the 
Namibian benchmark price, 
it must notify the MBN.

Documentary proof of sheep 
intended for slaughter in South 
Africa must accompany the 
application for an MBN permit 
to export livestock. A copy of the 
veterinary import permit from 
the importing country must 
accompany the application.
• Phone the RPO on 
012 349 1102/1103 or rpo@lantic.net.
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ABOVE: 
The number of 

sheep marketed 
by Namibia fell 

from 1,3 million in 
2003 to 825 500 

in 2018. This was 
despite the launch 
of Namibia’s Sheep 
Marketing Scheme 

in 2004. This 
decrease has led 

to Namibia allowing 
its sheep farmers to 

use South African 
abattoirs, under 

certain conditions. 
ADOBE STOCK

The Meat Board of Namibia has changed its regulations to allow for A2/A3 sheep to be exported 
to SA for slaughter if the local prices of these sheep are below the Namibian benchmark prices.

Namibia eases SA abattoir ruling
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According to a recent notice 
by the Meat Board of 
Namibia (MBN), a permit 

to export A2/ A3 sheep to South 
Africa for slaughter will now 
be granted. However, this is on 
condition that the livestock is 
first offered for slaughter to the 
nearest Namibian export abattoir, 
and this abattoir is unable to 
offer a better price than the 
benchmark price of not less than 
N$2,50/kg of the South African 
reference carcass price (N$1 = R1.)

marketing scHeme 
fails to deliver
The reason for this change 
in regulation lies with the 
perceived failure of Namibia’s 
Sheep Marketing Scheme 
(SMS) implemented on 1 July, 
2004. The ultimate goal of the 
SMS was to have all sheep 
slaughtered locally and export 
value-added sheep products.

However, the SMS saw the 
number of sheep marketed 
declining drastically from 
about 1,3 million in 2003 to 
about 825 500 in 2018. In order 
to reverse this trend, and 
at the request of the sheep 
industry, the MBN requested 
the country’s agriculture 
ministry to abolish the SMS.

Pending a decision, and  
as an interim solution, the 
MBN board has approved 
this condition to the 
livestock export permit.

The SMS technical committee 
has been requested to 
formulate the modalities 
of the MBN resolution. 

The rationale for introducing 
the condition is that sheep carcass 
prices paid by Namibia’s export 
abattoirs have decreased to 
unacceptable levels from 
the competitive prices 
received by exporters of 
sheep to South Africa. 
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