
All livestock breeds therefore 
have a large gene pool.

The red meat industry is 
strengthened by its value chain 
approach and common vision, 
while the RPO’s structure 
is streamlined. Another 
strong point of RPO is its 
voluntary finance scheme.

The National Animal 
Health Forum and the nine 
provincial Animal Health 
Forums play an important role 
in protecting the country’s 
national herd against diseases. 

According to Schutte, other 
key advantages of the red meat 
industry include the following 
facilities, systems and practices: 
• Onderstepoort Biological 
Products, a strategic partner 
of the industry in the 
development of critical vaccines 
for local animal diseases.
• The relationship between 
the commercial and emerging 

sectors, as well as the 
relationships between structures 
within organised agriculture.
• The South African Meat 
Industry Corporation (SAMIC) 
and the meat classification 
system, which is one of the 
pillars of the industry.
• The 40% ad valorem tariff 
on imported meat.
• The fact that the producer 
receives a large percentage 
of the consumer rand.
• The RPO’s Code of Best 
Practice, which provides 
guidelines on the handling 
of animals, the sustainable 
use of natural resources, 
the rights of farm workers, 
stock theft, and predation.
• The beef and lamb 
futures markets.
• Red Meat Research and 
Development SA, which spends 
R10 million annually on research 
and development projects.
• The Animal Identification and 
Traceability System SA, which 
is currently being developed.
• A public/private 
partnership between the 
industry and government.

Challenges
The weak points the red meat 
industry has to contend with 
include, inter alia, the lack 
of a disaster management 
strategy; poor delivery by the 
agriculture departments; the 
poor reproduction rate and lack 
of growth in the emerging sector; 
poor residue monitoring; and the 
current local and international 
low hides and skins prices. 

The possible expropriation 
of land without compensation, 
predation and stock theft are 
also threats to the industry, but 
there are structures in place to 
address these issues, Schutte said.
• Contact the RPO on 012 349 1102/ 
1103 or rpo@lantic.net.
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Modern consumers are increasingly demanding to know more about the food they consume. This 
means that a product without information may end up being a product without a market, says 
Gerhard Schutte, CEO of the national Red Meat Producers’ Organisation. 

SA’s red meat industry set to grow
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Consumer education, says 
Gerhard Schutte, CEO 
of the national Red Meat 

Producers’ Organisation (RPO), 
involves providing answers 
to the following questions:
• Where did my food originate?
• Has my food been 
produced sustainably?
• Is there anything 
artificial in my food?
• How was the animal 
treated before slaughter?
• What is the impact of 
my food consumption 
on the environment?

Against this backdrop, 
it is important to note that 
the demand for red meat is 
growing in South Africa and 
internationally, says Schutte, 
who recently addressed the 
Aldam Stockman’s School 
held near Senekal recently. 

Indeed, South Africa’s red meat 
industry is internationally 
competitive, with red meat 
currently being exported to 
42 countries. This, of course, 
contributes to job creation.

Moreover, local red meat 
producers maintain a high 
level of animal improvement, 
reproduction efficiency and 
genetic improvement. 

Positives
South Africa is home to nine 
indigenous cattle breeds 
and 25 other breeds, and 
12 indigenous sheep breeds  
and 12 other breeds. The 
goat industry consists of 
four indigenous breeds. 
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