
The LWCC encourages practical, 
humane research projects, 
observations and desk research. 
Other objectives include:
• Identification of all 
organisations involved 
in livestock production 
and processing, from 
farm to slaughter.
• Developing standards, 
norms, codes and training 
manuals that promote or 
ensure livestock welfare.
• Promoting the introduction 
of adequate and effective 
legislation to ensure that livestock 
welfare can be monitored 
satisfactorily and enforced.
• Encouraging everyone 
involved in the entire process of 
livestock keeping and processing 
to adopt suitable practices that 
support humane treatment 
and protect livestock welfare.
• Involvement in activities 
and processes that affect the 
welfare of livestock or promote 
the objectives of the LWCC.

The LWCC also advises 
government on livestock 
welfare policy matters. 

A series of livestock codes are 
either already in existence or in 
the process of being compiled 
for the benefit of the relevant 
industries. Neither the LWCC 
itself nor its members are aligned 
to political or religious groups.

CODE OF BEST PRACTICE
An animal welfare code, which 
is endorsed by the LWCC, is 
part of the RPO’s Code of Best 
Practice. Animal welfare can be 
defined as a reflection of people’s 
concern for the humane treatment 
of animals. Internationally, 
therefore, such treatment of 
animals is guided by a set of 
principles when it comes to the 
care and use of animals, such as 
with livestock on farms, in transit, 
or in sale yards and feedlots.

The RPO’s code includes:
• A realisation that there 
is a critical relationship 
between animal health 
and animal welfare.
• The recognised ‘five freedoms’, 
which provide valuable guidance 
in animal welfare management: 
freedom from hunger, thirst 
and malnutrition; freedom from 
fear and distress; freedom from 
physical and thermal discomfort; 
freedom from pain, injury and 
disease; and freedom to express 
normal patterns of behaviour.
• The use of animals carries 
with it a duty to ensure the 
welfare of such animals to the 
greatest extent practicable.
• Improvements in farm 
animal (livestock) care often 
improve productivity and 
lead to economic benefits.

The basic principles are not 
difficult to associate with. In fact, 
they reflect the love of farmers 
for their livestock, and if adhered 
to, can contribute to profit.
• Phone the Red Meat Producers’ 
Organisation on 012 349 1102/3, 
or email rpo@lantic.net.
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The humane and responsible handling of production livestock, from farm to slaughter, should be 
a priority for everyone dealing with animals in order to prevent suffering and stress.

Farm animals have rights too

This page is sponsored  
by the red meat industry

The Red Meat Producers’ 
Organisation (RPO) is 
a proud member of the 

Livestock Welfare Coordinating 
Committee (LWCC), which was 
formed in 1978 and recently 
held its 172nd meeting. The RPO 
shares the LWCC’s passion for 
humane livestock production.

Dr Michael Levien, who was 
chairperson of the Livestock 
Animal Welfare Association in 
1978, was instrumental in the 
inception of the LWCC when he 
became aware that some abattoir 
personnel subjected animals to 
conditions and procedures that 
were totally avoidable and often 
led to severe suffering, stress and 
even cruelty. It was agreed that 
such a committee should consist 
of, as an initial minimum, the 
Meat Board, the South African 
Abattoir Corporation, veterinary 
services, and animal welfare 
and government representation. 
Initially, the LWCC concentrated 
on activities around abattoirs 
and succeeded in achieving 
a significant reduction in the 
amount of pain, stress and 
suffering of slaughter animals 
in transport, handling and 
slaughter. Particularly with 
regard to cattle, this has been 
estimated at a 90% improvement.

The LWCC is funded by the 
red meat industry by means 
of statutory levy income, as 
well as via other commodity 
contributions. The main objective 
of the LWCC is to take proactive 
actions to ensure humane 
and responsible handling of 
production livestock. While not 
an animal rights organisation, 
the LWCC promotes welfare of 
livestock by participating in the 
drafting of informative material 
for all farmers, livestock 
transporters, abattoirs, sale 
yards, vending sites and 
show ground operators. 
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