
level, it is escalated to provincial 
level. The Provincial Stock 
Theft Forum can engage with 
other provincial agricultural 
structures (for example, the 
Security Committee), provided 
that the parties or organisations 
concerned are represented 
on the provincial forum.

According to National 
Instruction 2/1999, stock theft 
information centres must be 
established at the request of the 
livestock owners, in conjunction 
with the relevant SAPS stock 
theft units. This gives livestock 
owners the opportunity to 
make a positive contribution 
to the effective policing of 
stock theft, says Clack. 

the frightening figures
Since 2013/2014, theft of livestock 
units of all animal types has 
increased steadily, and the 
figures are now unacceptably 
high, according to Clack. 

If the number of livestock units 
stolen per day is calculated, 
the true horror of the situation 
becomes evident. The latest 
figures show that an average of 
178 cattle, 249 sheep and 115 goats 
are stolen a day in South Africa. 
The country therefore loses one 

economic farming unit per day. 
In cases where people farm with 
limited numbers of livestock, this 
theft can destroy livelihoods!

The value of stolen animals has 
increased by R500 million over 
the past five years. In response 
to this, livestock producers in 
South Africa have tended to 
assume the role of victims, but 
perhaps it is time they adopted 
a different attitude, says Clack.

In short, they need to take 
control of their own destiny 
in relation to livestock theft, 
because it is a myth that the 
police can prevent crime. 

With this in mind, the livestock 
theft prevention forums should 
be used judiciously to protect the 
agriculture sector in general and 
red meat producers in particular. 

The phenomenon of livestock 
theft cannot be generalised, as it 
differs in extent between regions 
and provinces. Nevertheless, it is 
the responsibility of the National 
Livestock Theft Prevention 
Forum to inform the general 
public of its efforts to reduce 
the scourge of livestock theft. 

Agriculture is a crucial 
contributor to the economic and 
social well-being of South Africa. 
Livestock farmers cannot be left 
at the mercy of stock thieves.
• Contact the RPO at 
012 349 1102/1103 or rpo@lantic.net.
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ABOVE: 
The violent reality 
of stock theft. On 

average, 178 cattle 
are stolen every 

day in South Africa.
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Stop being a victim! 
Work with the various 
stock theft forums and 
information centres, 
urges National Stock 
Theft Prevention Forum 
chairperson Willie Clack.

Stock theft: time to get proactive
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Agriculture is often 
associated with an idyllic 
rural environment in 

which crime and other social 
problems are infrequent. 
In truth, those involved in 
agriculture are extremely 
vulnerable to crime, which can 
be devastating to communities. 
And one of the most frequent 
and problematic crimes in 
these areas is stock theft.

So says Willie Clack, 
chairperson of the National 
Stock Theft Prevention Forum, 
who spoke at the recent 
congress of the national Red 
Meat Producers’ Organisation 
(RPO) held near Pretoria.

The National Livestock Theft 
Prevention Forum (NSTPF) 
was established in 1995 and 
placed under the administration 
of the RPO. Four years later, 
National Instruction 2/1999 
was drafted and approved 
by the South African Police 
Service (SAPS) to describe 
the processes of stock theft 
investigations, and the Provincial 
Stock Theft Prevention Forums 
and Stock Theft Information 
Centres were established.

Unfortunately, due to lack of 
coordination between SAPS 
structures, there is confusion 
among rural communities, 
organised agriculture and NGOs 
about which avenues to follow 
when it comes to stock theft. 
So, until the confusion within 
the SAPS is cleared up, the 
guidelines provided by National 
Instruction 2/1999 must 
be followed, says Clack.

If a stock theft issue cannot 
be resolved at the local 
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