
made up of the National Animal 
Health Forum, the Red Meat 
Industry Forum, the National 
Stock Theft Prevention Forum, 
the national Red Meat Producers’ 
Organisation (RPO), the National 
Emerging Red Meat Producers’ 
Organisation (NERPO) and the 
South African Federation of 
Livestock Auctioneers (SAFLA), 
would be the competent authority.

It was further proposed that 
a new Section 21 company 
comprising the RPO, NERPO, 
the South African Feedlot 
Association, SAFLA, the Red Meat 
Abattoir Association (RMAA) and 
the Milk Producers’ Organsiation 
(MPO) be established. This 
would be independent during 
the initial phase of the cattle 
traceability system, but 
could become the delegated 
body once the programme 
was rolled out nationally.

Database
A well-functioning database is 
key to any LITS system. Existing 
databases should therefore 
be examined to establish how 
they could be adapted for LITS 
purposes, and potential suppliers of 
database technology investigated.

It was proposed that the data 
of a specific animal remains 

the property of the owner of 
the animal. Once the animal is 
sold, its data would become the 
property of the new owner. 

Data about a specific animal 
should be managed under 
different security levels. 
For example, the full data 
of the animal (production, 
reproduction, movement, health 
and so forth) would be available 
only to the owner of the animal. 

However, data on the movement 
of animals would be available to 
the competent authority once the 
system is running. In the case of 
an FMD outbreak, the competent 
authority would be able to 
trace all animal movements 
relating to the outbreak.

IDentIfyIng cattle
Also important is the ID number 
system used. Based on international 
guidelines, it is clear that only one 
system should be used, namely 
that of the International Committee 
for Animal Recording (ICAR). 

Accredited service providers 
will have to acquire tags from the 
accredited suppliers as indicated 
by the implementing authority.

Radio tags should be used for 
visual identification, and all tags, 
visual and electronic, should 
adhere to ICAR standards. 

The current Section 6 
(Identification Certificate) and 
Section 8 (Removal Certificate) 
should be adapted to include 
the individual IDs of animals. 
Other documents such as 
registration for the database and 
application to obtain ID number 
tags should also be designed.

The LITS-SA would be 
compulsory in South Africa, and 
no animals would be allowed 
to be traded on the formal 
market without individual IDs. 
• Contact the RPO on 
012 349 1102/1103 or 
email rpo@lantic.net.
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ABOVE: 
South Africa’s 

livestock industry, 
together with 
government, 

developed an 
internationally 

recognised 
cattle traceability 

system in 2018. But 
government has 

delayed its heels on 
implementing it. 
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The outbreaks of foot-and-mouth disease in South Africa in 2019, and their costly repercussions, 
demonstrate why our country needs a national livestock traceability system without delay.

Traceability system needed now
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The two outbreaks of 
foot-and-mouth disease 
(FMD) last year have 

caused havoc in the livestock 
sector. The first, in Limpopo in 
January, was followed by the 
almost immediate closure of the 
borders for meat exports and an 
associated drop in local red meat 
prices due to higher local supply. 

Wool, mohair, milk, hides and 
skin prices were also negatively 
affected and the export of genetic 
material ground to a halt. 

The second outbreak, also 
originating in Limpopo, 
occurred in November and is 
still not under control. Even 
more severe than the first, it was 
followed by a ban on auctions 
in the provinces bordering 
Limpopo, and soon afterwards 
throughout South Africa. 

The cost to the industry of 
the first outbreak alone was 
estimated at R10 billion.

These outbreaks show just 
how desperately the industry 
requires a cattle traceability 
system accredited by the South 
African National Livestock 
Identification and Traceability 
System (LITS-SA).

Several private companies 
provide livestock identification 
and management systems, but 
these do not necessarily link to one 
another. Capturing and managing 
the data is also problematic.

In response, the industry and 
government together developed 
an internationally recognised 
LITS-SA system and completed 
a policy document in 2018. 
But the system has yet to be 
implemented by government. 

It is now clear that the 
industry should be the 
implementation authority.

When the initial cattle 
traceability system was 
developed, it was proposed 
that the LITS-SA committee, 
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