
• Be particularly alert during 
the full moon, at weekends, at 
the beginning or end of each 
month, and during times when 
you know from experience that 
stock theft is likely to occur.
• Report strange animals among 
your own to the police and 
your neighbours immediately. 
• Report all incidents of stock 
theft on your land as soon as 
possible. The longer the delay, 
the smaller the probability 
of successful prosecution.
• Round up and count animals 
daily, if possible. If this is not 
practical, do it at least twice  
a week and on random days. 
Avoid routine, especially at  
cattle posts, as some workers 
may be informants to stock 
thieves. Signs that indicate 
possible stock theft should 
be reported immediately. 

Count your animals 
personally; do not leave 
this task or the reporting of 
shortages to employees.
• Inform the police’s stock 
theft unit when speculators and 
buyers of hides and bones, or 
stock traders from neighbouring 
countries, work in your area. 
Keep a detailed record of all 
prospective stock traders as 
soon as they start negotiations.

• An extensive stock register 
is crucial. Write down as much 
detail as possible and update 
the register personally.

employees and visitors 
• When a potential employee 
applies for work, confirm with his 
or her previous employer that the 
reason for termination of service 
agrees with what the person told 
you. Also determine from the 
police whether the applicant has a 
criminal record, and if so, what for.
• Train your employees to watch 
out for irregularities and be 
cautious of what they say in front 
of strangers about farm activities; 
such information may end up 
in the hands of stock thieves.
• Do not allow loitering on 
your farm, or allow unemployed 
people to stay there. Strangers 
or employees’ visitors should 
get your permission to be there. 
Implement a control system, 
and note down the details of all 
visitors, whom they are visiting, 
and when they are leaving.
• If your farm borders another 
country, do not get involved in 
illegal deals with citizens of that 
country, for example leasing 
grazing camps. By failing to 
follow the correct procedure, you 
could create an ideal environment 
for stock theft and other offences.

get involved
• Stock theft cases are often 
scrapped due to lack of 
interest, with complainants 
reluctant to attend court 
proceedings, for example. 
Attend all court cases and take 
an interest in solved cases.
• Work with your local police 
and stock theft unit, not 
against them. Support them 
in their efforts to help you.
• Phone the RPO on  
012 349 1102/1103, or 
email rpo@lantic.net.
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ABOVE: 
Cattle posts are 

often used to 
hide stolen stock. 

Keep an eye out 
for unknown 

animals at these 
points, and report 

anything suspicous 
to the police.
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The festive season invariably sees a spike in stock theft, as criminals typically target animals for 
the pot at this time of the year. Here are some useful tips on how to keep your livestock safe.

How to lower the risk of stock theft
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Livestock farmers are 
particularly vulnerable to 
stock theft at Christmas time, 

and should do all they can to 
combat the scourge. By involving 
their workers and co-operating 
with the police, farmers can 
keep theft to a minimum. 

If you are a livestock farmer, 
you are strongly advised to 
follow these guidelines:
• Check fences and gates 
regularly and maintain them. 
Appoint a trained male worker to 
patrol the fences daily to keep an 
eye out for trespassers and ensure 
that holes in and underneath 
fences are repaired immediately. 
Inspect these repairs yourself.
• Lock up loading ramps 
in camps or places on the 
farm where there is no direct 
supervision, or make sure 
they are out of sight.

• If you are looking to buy 
an additional farm, choose a 
property that is close to the 
farm you are living on. If 
you stay on or close to your 
property, you will decrease the 
chance of stock theft losses.
• Do your best to ensure that 
stolen livestock cannot be hidden 
on your farm. Cattle posts are an 
ideal place to hide stolen stock 
overnight. If you notice strange 
animals at a cattle post, report 
them to the police immediately.
• If workers at cattle posts have 
their own animals, let these 
animals graze with yours. 
This is good preventative 
measure if you suspect that 
workers are involved in 
incidents of stock theft.
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Work With your 
local stock 

theft unit, not 
against them


