
unemployment, poor education, 
housing and health are justly 
seen as being more important.

farming checklist
One of the LWCC’s key points 
is that veterinary and para-
veterinary professions need to 
evaluate livestock welfare on 
farms in a consistent way. To 
help achieve this, the LWCC has 
proposed that a standardised 
checklist and scoring system be 
developed, and the following be 
considered during this process:
• Knowledge of industry codes, 
standards, guides and laws, 
and their proper application. 
• Knowledge of good 
management routines, animal 
behaviour and the best methods 
of handling. It is well-known that 
how animals move and respond 
indicates whether or not they 
are being handled correctly.
• Training of animal handlers, 
monitoring consistent 
implementation and taking 
appropriate corrective actions. 
Have the staff been trained, 
and if so, when and by whom? 
Does the farmer regularly 
monitor how animals are treated, 
and correct any mistakes?
• Correct handling facilities 
and properly maintained 
equipment. Handling facilities 
(crushes) should be examined 
for potential harm, and all 
equipment should be appropriate 
and well-maintained.
• The best methods for 
performing routine farm 
procedures, with knowledge 
of risks involved and how 
to minimise them. Is the 
farmer using the best methods 
appropriate for the conditions 
on the farm? Does he or she 
know the risks involved and 
how to lower or prevent them?

• Monitoring of feed availability 
and quality, and taking 
appropriate corrective action 
where necessary. Does the farmer 
ensure that there is enough 
feed of the right quality for 
each category of livestock? Are 
condition scores monitored? Is 
appropriate action taken with 
livestock when feed is scarce?

• Breeding policy and 
management, particularly 
care of offspring. Are livestock 
bred so that offspring are 
born when there is sufficient 
feed and low disease risk?
• Monitoring of health and 
welfare, and taking the correct 
actions. Are diseases identified 
quickly and treated properly?
• Appropriate measures to 
prevent or limit diseases. 
Are the right vaccines given 
at the correct times?
• Adequate records to assess 
the state of animal welfare on 
the farm. These should indicate 
the times and numbers of 
animals affected by diseases, as 
well as injuries and untoward 
circumstances affecting welfare 
and the action taken as a result.

keeping a score
The assessment should be in 
the form of a consolidated 
checklist so that individual 
items can be marked, allowing 
for a score of between 0 and 10 
to be given for each category. 
• Contact the RPO at 012 349 1102/ 
1103 or rpo@lantic.net.
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The Livestock Welfare Coordinating Committee, a public-private initiative, recommends using  
a standardised checklist and scoring system to evaluate livestock welfare on farms.
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In South Africa, the welfare 
of animals is protected 
by legislation, standards, 

codes, agreements and 
monitoring procedures. 

The Livestock Welfare 
Coordinating Committee (LWCC) 
suggests that the following 
approaches can contribute to 
ensuring animal welfare:
• Breed societies, farmer 
organisations, feedlots, 
transporters, auctioneers, 
sellers and abattoirs should 
take an active role in the 
process by setting down and 
promoting a series of minimum 
expectations in the form of 
a Code of Best Practice. 

This is already in place in most 
large organisations in South 
Africa. Problems remain on 
small-scale, informally run farms 
or with indigent animal owners.
• A legislative framework that 
underpins all other initiatives. In 
this respect, South Africa is well 
advanced, with some legislation 
dating back more than a century. 

Unfortunately, police and 
prosecutors do not always 
investigate cases of alleged 
animal cruelty or neglect as they 
should. It is often left to non-profit 
organisations to be the initiators 
and drivers in these cases. 
• A comprehensive set of 
organisations, both outside  
and inside government, are 
required to promote the care 
of and respect for animals. 
South Africa is well endowed 
with active, committed 
non-profit organisations 
that do an admirable job of 
protecting the interests of a 
wide variety of animals. 

The current challenge is to 
get animal welfare a higher 
priority rating in the minds of 
the public and politicians. 
This is difficult in a country 
where basic human rights 
and issues such as poverty, 
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