
 
 
  PRESS RELEASE 

 

RPO SATISFIED WITH COURT VERDICT 
 

 
The RPO accepts the court verdict delivered in East London yesterday which entails that the Al 
Messilah ship are now allowed to be loaded with sheep from the Castedale feedlot for 
transportation to Kuwait, provided that it will be done in accordance to the guidelines of the 
international animal health organisation, the OIE. 
 
“The verdict is in accordance with the court request of the Red Meat Industry Forum’s legal 
representatives, of which the RPO forms part”, said Mr Koos van der Ryst, chairman of the RPO. 
 
The RPO’s strategic plan underwrites the extension of international trade and the exportation of 
livestock by ship are part of this, provided that animal welfare requirements as outlined by the OIE 
are met. 
 
It is clear that the court is satisfied with the consignment and the Department of Agriculture are 
now responsible to ensure that shipping does take place according to the OIE-guidelines and the 
Department will have to sign off with an affidavit as determined in the court verdict.  
 
This specific court verdict dealt with this specific shipment of the Al Messilah and the follow-up 
court verdict on the future shipping of livestock by sea for slaughter purposes will serve at a later 
stage before the court. 
 
“It is of critical importance that we ensure that the trade in livestock continues, but is of equal 
importance that we will see to it that high standards of animal welfare are maintained”. 
 
“The RPO is excited about the possibilities of trade in livestock and as much as 300 000 small stock 
can annually be traded to the Middle East. This can mean a lot to our commercial and emerging 
small stock producers. There are also potential markets for cattle”, said Mr van der Ryst. 
 
The RPO is of the opinion that should the second court verdict be in favour of trade and the 
exportation of livestock by ship, something the RPO will argue for, a task force must be established 
to support the Department of Agriculture to finalise a protocol according to the OIE’s guidelines. 
 



It will have to be a team effort between the national and provincial departments of agriculture as 
well as the industry. Self-regulation with special emphasis on animal welfare will be imperative.  
 
The RPO has always supported free market principals and excellent animal welfare measures as 
part of the roll-out of its strategic plan. 
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