
identification of vaccinated 
heifers and record-keeping.

The policy entails continued 
active education and awareness 
on brucellosis; compulsory 
testing of all cattle herds; disease 
control through quarantine 
and movement control; 
slaughter of brucellosis-positive 
cattle/herds at an approved/
registered abattoir; improved 
reporting of necessary data; 
and improved implementation 
of legislation and policy. 

The same central policy is to be 
applied across all nine provinces.

Education
An education strategy for 
veterinary and para-veterinary 
professionals will be developed 
and implemented to ensure 
that these professionals are 
trained to control the disease. 

An awareness strategy 
will empower cattle farmers 
to prevent and control the 
disease in their animals. 

Medical professionals must 
consistently be made aware 
of the zoonotic potential 
of brucellosis, and abattoir 
personnel need to be trained 
to slaughter infected cattle.

A central brucellosis database 
will be established and disease-

reporting training will be 
conducted on an ongoing basis 
to ensure correct data capture.

compulsory tEsting
A compulsory national  
bovine brucellosis testing  
strategy will be developed to 
determine disease prevalence  
and detect positive herds.  
Testing should be prioritised 
and carried out continually 
for infected herds, high-risk 
areas/herds and suspect herds. 
Furthermore, testing should 
be compulsory for all cattle 
herds and implemented in a 
collaborative effort to control 
the disease in all cattle-farming 
sectors. Herds that test positive 
have to be quarantined, and 
positive cattle C-branded and 
slaughtered in an attempt to 
eradicate the disease from the 
herd and lift the quarantine. 

movEmEnt control
The current Bovine Brucellosis 
Scheme will be amended to 
prohibit and prevent any infected 
and susceptible animals from 
being moved from a brucellosis-
quarantined farm or area. 

slaughtEr of 
positivE cattlE
A standard protocol will be 
developed for the slaughter 
of brucellosis-positive cattle 
and high-risk cattle (female 
cattle over 18 months of an 
unknown brucellosis status).

EffEctivE implEmEntation 
Improved implementation 
strategies and rollout will  
benefit the entire livestock 
farming community as this 
policy is also intended to be 
used as a model for other 
disease control efforts.
• Contact the RPO at 
012 349 1102/1103 or rpo@lantic.net.

promotional article

ABOVE: 
The brucellosis 

vaccination 
programme will 

aim to cover at 
least 80% of South 

Africa’s breeding 
cattle over the next 

10 to 15 years. 
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The most effective way of reducing the effects of brucellosis is to control it in South Africa’s cattle 
population. Government’s brucellosis control policy aims to do just that over the next decade.

Bringing brucellosis under control

This page is sponsored  
by the red meat industry

The RPO welcomes the 
publication of the ‘Bovine 
Brucellosis Control 

Policy‘ by the Department 
of Agriculture, Land Reform 
and Rural Development.

Bovine brucellosis is a  
chronic herd disease that 
negatively affects cattle 
production and reproduction. 
Brucellosis is also a zoonosis  
(it can also infect humans).  
The most effective way of 
reducing the impact of the 
disease is to control it in 
the cattle population.

The objectives of reviewing 
the current approach to 
bovine brucellosis control 
in South Africa are to:
• provide more effectively 
for the control of brucellosis 
in South Africa;
• ensure the promotion of 
animal health and human health 
through a control strategy;
• promote collaboration between 
the government and private 
sector to enhance control;
• reflect internationally 
recognised standards and 
strategies to control brucellosis.

The policy aims for improved 
disease control. It calls for 
enforced compulsory vaccination 
of all heifer calves between four 
and eight months of age with a 
registered vaccine, with potential 
booster vaccination of adult 
cows with a relevant registered 
vaccine and identification of all 
vaccinated calves and cows. 

The vaccination programme 
will aim to cover at least 80% 
to 90% of the breeding pool 
over the next 10 to 15 years. The 
vaccine must be readily and 
consistently available and any 
vaccine manufacturing and 
procurement issues must 
be sorted out urgently. 

There will also be 
visual permanent 
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