
feeding and pregnancy testing, 
also requires expertise and 
careful planning, and all 
these factors are addressed. 

biosecurity
The RPO has long stressed 
the importance of a sound 
biosecurity plan for animal health 
and offers advice in this regard 
in the manual. Also crucial is 
animal welfare; farmers can 
no longer afford to ignore the 
relevant codes of best practice. 

Predation management and 
stock theft present their own 
challenges. Every farmer needs 
to have a plan for predation 
management, and producers 
should join forces to develop a 
collective strategy for tackling the 
problem in their area. Similarly, 
farmers can do their part to 
reduce the impact of stock theft 
by following legislation properly. 

Other challenges explored in 
the manual are product quality 
and adding value. Farmers 
need to know that the nutrient 
composition of South African red 
meat has changed, and should 
also keep abreast of consumer 
requirements and be able to 
use the classification system. 

demand
Every producer should accept 
that ultimately, he or she is 
there to serve the consumer, 

as the success of the red meat 
industry in South Africa depends 
on demand for our product.

The latest predictions indicate 
that the domestic market for 
beef will grow 9% by 2025, and  
for mutton and lamb by 13%. 
Demand for red meat in Africa is 
expected to double by 2050. The 
global market is growing more 
slowly than Africa’s, but demand 
is still increasing. The Chinese 
market is especially promising. 

The challenge is to produce 
more red meat, and the answer 
lies in better technology and 
more astute management, 
higher intensification, the use of 
cultivated pastures in production 
systems, and precision farming. 

It is also essential to create an 
empowering environment for 
government involvement in the 
industry. The developing sector, 
which owns 40% of livestock in 
South Africa, and the 1,2 million 
households that own livestock, 
should be commercialised. It 
must be acknowledged, however, 
that the state has limited 
capacity to render services to 
the livestock industry, and the 
various branches of the industry 
and the RPO will have to play 
a bigger part in this regard. 

accessing the manual
The RPO promotes the interests 
of commercial red meat 
producers in the red meat value 
chain. In addition, as a collective 
bargaining organisation, the 
RPO promotes the economic 
prosperity of its members. 

It is hoped that the livestock 
production manual will equip 
every livestock producer 
with the knowledge to meet 
the growing demand for red 
meat and contribute to food 
security in South Africa.
• To access the manual, visit rpo.co.za, 
and click on ‘Livestock Production 
Manual’ under ‘Information 
Centre.’Contact the RPO at 
012 349 1102/1103 or rpo@lantic.net.

promotional article

ABOVE: 
Demand for red 
meat in Africa is 

set to double over 
the next 30 years. 

The challenge is to 
produce enough 

to satisfy this 
demand, and to 

do so sustainably 
and profitably. 
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The RPO’s livestock 
production manual is 
the ideal tool to help the 
busy red meat producer 
manage the veld properly 
to ensure optimal, 
sustainable grazing 
conditions, and  
long-term profit.

A manual for red meat producers
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Stock farmers faces a long 
list of challenges and risks. 
One of the greatest of these 

is the conservation of natural 
resources, as today’s producers 
are entirely responsible for their 
own fodder flow programmes 
and can no longer look to the state 
for disaster or drought relief. 

To assist farmers, the Red Meat 
Producers’ Organisation (RPO) 
has published a handy livestock 
manual for managing the land 
more effectively for sustainable 
and profitable production.

multifaceted
The manual deals with a host 
of issues. One of the most 
important of these is the control 
and eradication of invasive 
plants. Monitoring, managing 
and improving the condition of 
grazing also receive attention, 
as does a fire management plan, 
which should include firebreaks 
and the involvement of the local 
fire protection association. 

Other subjects dealt with 
are climate change and water. 
Every livestock farmer should 
understand the risks posed by 
climate change and introduce 
measures to mitigate these.

The availability and quality 
of water sources presents a 
new challenge, which requires 
a management plan for the 
next five years at least. 

Production systems, which 
include factors such as 
genetic improvement, 
herd management, record-
keeping, infrastructure 
and equipment, flush 
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