
must be registered with the South 
African Veterinary Council. This 
practitioner is responsible for 
the auction’s biosecurity plan. 

RECORD KEEPING 
Each livestock agent must 
implement a reliable and 
accurate biosecurity record-
keeping system at the auction. 
This system must ensure that 
all transactions are carried out 
in accordance with an auditable 
and traceable process. 

An animal destined for sale at 
an auction must be registered 
at least 24 hours prior to the 
actual auction. The receipt and 
sale of livestock is defined in 
Part V of the rules. In terms 
of the BRLA, the following 
additional documents must 
accompany any animal that 
arrives at the auction facility: 
• Original valid Article 6 
and/or 8 documents from 
the owner of the animal. 
• Copy of the Brand 
Registration Certificate of 
the owner of the animal. 
• Copy of the South African 
ID of the owner of the animal. 
• Original Animal Owner 

Health Attestation that may have 
a confirmation of that attestation 
by a veterinarian, for the farm of 
origin and the specific animal. 
• Complete details of the 
premises of origin on the 
Section 6 document. 

An animal accepted at an 
auction must be properly and 
permanently marked with the 
owner’s registered mark in 
accordance with the Animal 
Identification Act and Regulations 
published in Government 
Gazette on 21 November 2003. 

Before offloading an animal at 
an auction, the livestock agent 
must ensure that the registered 
brand belongs to the owner, check 
the brand marking certificate and 
the ID of the owner and driver/
transporter where applicable. 
• Offloading of an animal at 
the arrival area (dirty area), 
without a registered mark, is 
prohibited. If the ear tag/identity 
tag for each animal’s individual 
identification does not correspond 
with the list of animals in 
the Original Animal Owner 
Health Attestation, then such an 
animal may not be offloaded. 
• A freshly branded animal 
may not be offloaded. 
• An animal with wet paint 
marks of a previous auction may 
not be accepted within a period 
of 28 days after the previous sale. 
• The branding or marking 
of an animal at the auction 
premises is prohibited. 
   A suspicious animal, or an 
animal that does not comply 
with marking requirements, 
or a suspected stolen animal, 
must immediately be reported 
to the local stock theft unit. The 
contact details and after-hours 
details of the stock theft unit 
must be available and displayed 
at the auction premises.
• Phone the RPO on  
012 349 1102/1103.

PROMOTIONAL ARTICLE

ABOVE: 
All animals that 

are offloaded at an 
auction must be 

branded or tagged.
PIXABAY

The Biosecurity Rules for Livestock Agents aims to detect and reduce the spread of notifiable 
and controlled animal diseases. All livestock agents must familiarise themselves with these rules.

New biosecurity rules 

This page is sponsored  
by the red meat industry

It is imperative that all livestock 
and game agents (auctioneers) 
familiarise themselves with the 

content of the Biosecurity Rules 
for Livestock Agents (BRLA) 
as published on 13 November 
2020 in the Government Gazette. 

The BRLA is primarily to 
ensure that the livestock and 
game industries comply with the 
World Organisation for Animal 
Health’s (OIE) terrestrial code 
to enhance international trade. 
Secondarily, the rules are to 
regulate the livestock agent’s 
industry with specific reference 
to required precautions that must 
be taken at auctions to reduce the 
risk of spreading animal diseases. 
Albeit that the rules came into 
effect on the date of publication, 
an additional grace period of six 
months will be allowed for all 
livestock agents to familiarise 
themselves with the content, 
adjust their infrastructure and 
processes where necessary, 
and prepare for overall 
compliance. Implementation 
of the BRLA must be finalised 
on, or before, 30 June 2021. Each 
livestock agent is required to 
comply with the following: 
• Compulsory registration 
with APAC.  
• An external audit of the 
auction facilities and all 
biosecurity procedures must be 
undertaken by an independent 
auditor bi-annually. The 
South African Meat Industry 
Company will fulfil this role. 
• Acceptance (in writing) of 
the responsibilities as listed in 
sections 11 and 26 of the Animal 
Diseases Act. This document 
of acceptance will form part 
of the external audit process. 
The first report is due on, or 
before, 31 December 2021. 
• Every livestock agent 
must appoint a qualified 
biosecurity practitioner who 
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