
on the total red meat 
value chain, and 
was instrumental 
in the resuming of 
bilateral trade. 

Didiza, meanwhile, 
published directives 
in the Government 
Gazette that auctions 
could resume 
under specific 
circumstances in 
order to facilitate 
the provision of 
livestock in the 
food value chain.

On 30 January 2020, a workshop 
was held to get a national 
Livestock Identification and 
Traceability System (LITS SA) off 
the ground. The result was the 
establishment of an implementing 
authority, named South African 
Livestock and Traceability. 

LITS SA is driven in 
conjunction with the state as 
the competent authority in line 
with the OIE’s guidelines. 

It will be a voluntary system 
and will initially only be 
undertaken for the cattle industry, 
after which it will be rolled out 
to the small-stock industry. 

Auction facilities are the 
second level of detection for 
animal diseases. As such, 
they play an important role in 
reducing the spread of animal 
diseases through transactional 
business activities conducted 
within these facilities. 

All livestock agents must be 
registered with the Agricultural 
Produce Agents Council 
(APAC). The new APAC rules 
aim to establish an auditable 
and traceable system, 
while at the same time 
minimising the spread 
of animal diseases. 

Self-regulation is increasingly 
important. Livestock auctions 
and shows have to be 
handled in a different way. 

The APAC rules were published 
on 13 November 2020. 

EXPORTS BY SEA
The court case between the 
National Council of the Society 
for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals (NSPCA) and Kuwait-
based company Al Mawashi, 
which was recently heard in 
the Eastern Cape Magistrate’s 
Court, related to animal health 
and a total ban on the export of 
livestock by sea. The RMIF and 
the RPO therefore decided to act 
as a respondent in the case in the 
interest of the primary producer.

Although the trading of livestock 
is not negotiable and the live 
export of sheep by sea should 
not be prohibited, it’s critical that 
there is adherence to the OIE’s 
standards for animal health. 

STATUTORY LEVY
The current statutory levy 
has been approved up until 4 
November 2022. The new levy 
will include all current functions, 
namely consumer assurance; 
consumer education; production 
development; transformation; 
research; and compliance. 
However, it also includes three 
new functions, namely animal 
health, trade and traceability. A 
cluster, consisting of the primary 
industries, will apply for the levy.   
Phone the Red Meat Producers’ 
Organisation on 012 349 1102/1103, 
or email  rpo@lantic.net.

PROMOTIONAL ARTICLE

Koos van der Ryst, chairperson of the Red Meat Producers’ Organisation, reflects on a few 
current focal points in the red meat industry.

THE AUCTION BAN 
IMPACTED THE 

WHOLE RED MEAT 
VALUE CHAIN

The current status of red meat
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South Africa’s foot-and-
mouth disease-free zone 
status was suspended by the 

World Organisation for Animal 
Health (OIE) after the outbreak of 
foot-and-mouth disease (FMD) in 
January 2019 in Limpopo. South 
Africa was at that stage exporting 
red meat to 42 countries, but 
these exports came to an abrupt 
halt. Experts estimate that this 
resulted in producers losing 
around R1 400/weaner calf. The 
only way in which exports could 
be resumed was the negotiation 
of bilateral agreements. After 
such negotiations, exports 
could be reinstated with 
our major trade partners.

After the outbreak of FMD 
in the latter part of 2019, also 
in Limpopo, auctions were 
suspended after a moratorium 
was placed on auctions 
in all nine provinces. 

The FMD outbreaks were, 
however, very localised, 
and this paved the way for a 
request to uplift the ban. 

It was the Red Meat Producers’ 
Organisation’s (RPO) view that 
it was possible to effectively 
set the specific area apart 
and that auctions and shows 
could therefore resume in 
the rest of the country. 

The RPO and the Red Meat 
Industry Forum (RMIF) discussed 
the matter with Minister Thoko 
Didiza of the Department of 
Agriculture, Land Reform and 
Rural Development (agriculture 
department) in November 2019.

The primary industry handed 
a protocol document to the 
Minister with proposals on what 
measurements needed to be in 
place in order for the ban to be 
lifted. The RPO also made inputs 
at the Technical Committee 
on FMD. The RPO is very 
aware of the negative impact 
that the ban on auctions had 
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