
Predators pose a massive challenge 
to livestock farmers throughout 
South Africa. Now, with the 

assistance of Predation Management 
South Africa, a solution might be at hand.

PMSA’s Integrated Livestock Predation 
Management Programme was applied 
on 27 PMSA-monitor farms from 2008 
to 2020. A new report released by 
PMSA looks at the impact predation 
management had on these farms. In 
2008, there were 3 320 livestock losses 
on these farms due to predators, the 
report said. Over the 13-year period, 
these losses were gradually reduced by 
65,9% to 1 133 losses, due to an integrated 
predation management approach. 

In 2008, a total of 261 damage-causing 
predators were eliminated on these 
farms, which increased to 578 in 2020. 

The programme involved not only the 
management of predators, but also the 
removal of unwanted predators, such 
as the black-backed jackal and caracal, 
where necessary. These predators 

The black-backed jackal is a major challenge to many livestock farmers. They can cause continuous 
losses, and have been known to outsmart Anatolian guard dogs. 
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cause continuous losses and have 
learnt that livestock kept in smaller 
enclosures at night are easy prey. The 
black-backed jackal, for example, has 
also been known to outnumber and 
outsmart Anatolian guard dogs during 
the day, causing substantial losses.

Predation management is therefore not 
about predator control (eliminating all 
predators), but rather about the correct 
and efficient management of predators. 
This involves utilising all available 
methods, lethal as well as non-lethal. 

On the PMSA-monitored farms, 
average livestock losses were recorded at 
13,2% in 2008. With good management, 
losses due to predation on these farms 
dropped to 2,7% in 2020. The drop in 
this number was accomplished through 
experimenting, training and research.

EXPERIMENTING 
The ‘toolbox’ of control methods provides 
livestock farmers endless opportunities 
to test, experiment, combine, rotate, and 

Predation management is not about eliminating predators, but rather 
about managing livestock and predators effectively to reduce or 
eliminate losses.

Successful predation 
management

evaluate different methods to find 
what works best for them. It consists 
of deterrent collars and equipment, 
protective collars, guarding animals, 
fencing, human herding, kraaling and 
various lethal methods. Over the 13-year 
period, the monitor farms experimented 
with various control methods. This was 
to find the best combination of methods 
and strategies to yield the best results.

Preventive predation management 
combined with alternating between 
different control methods, which 
are well managed within one 
lambing season, is key to success. 

TRAINING AND RESEARCH
The National Wool Growers’ Association 
under the auspices of PMSA is the 
only organisation in South Africa 
that provides unremitting predation 
training to farmers and farmworkers, 
as well as predation management 
specialists throughout South Africa.
The importance of trained and 
skilled farmers and farmworkers is 
crucial to predation management.

The consistent adaptability of 
predators, especially the black-backed 
jackal, necessitates that farmers be able 
to adapt and manage their farming 
enterprises accordingly. Continued 
research will provide the technology 
needed so that farmers are able to 
alter their approaches to predation. 
The consistency and the availability 
of the monitor farms provide such a 
research platform, whereby farmers 
can experience first-hand information 
and advice from skilled specialists on 
new technology and management skills 
regarding predators, their adaptable 
behaviour and how to incorporate 
new livestock management skills, 
ensuring a sustainable environment. 
Monitor farms also provide research 
opportunities and information to tertiary 
institutions throughout South Africa.
Phone the RPO on 012 349 1102/3 
or email rpo@lantic.net.
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Sorry pure Afrikaans speaking, but shouldn't this be "are" 
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Sorry again "necessitate" 




