
“The year 2021 continued with 
the difficulties that was 
experienced the previous year,

such as further outbreaks of foot-and-
mouth disease (FMD) and further 
waves of COVID-19,” said Louw van 
Reenen in his chairperson’s report at 
the recent annual general meeting of 
the Red Meat Industry Forum (RMIF).

He said since the initial, most recent 
FMD outbreak in January 2019, several 
further outbreaks outside of the redline 
area in Limpopo were reported. The 
lack of direction by government to act 
and put appropriate measures in place 
to stop the transfer of possible infected 
cattle out of the infected areas remains a 
huge concern for the industry. The 2021 
outbreak in KwaZulu-Natal affected 
several farmers, as well as two feedlots.

According to Van Reenen, animal 
health is key to broadening South 
Africa’s export base. This will, however, 
only be possible if the country can 
prove its animal health status. South 
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Africa lost its FMD-free zone status 
as the department of animal health 
neglected to submit answers to the 
World Organisation of Animal Health 
(OIE) before the end of March 2021. 

Despite the FMD outbreak, local beef 
exports did not stop, since the protocols 
agreed to with trade partners during 
the 2019 outbreak remain in place.

With the implementation of 
biosecurity measures at auctions, the 
risk of spreading FMD was reduced and 
measures were welcomed by the industry 
at large. Inspections for said measures 
will be attended to by the South African 
Meat Industry Company (SAMIC). The 
Agricultural Produce Agents Council 
(APAC), graciously extended the time 
in which the auctions had to comply 
with the gazetted rules to 1 July 2021.

BRUCELLOSIS 
As is the case with many other 
animal diseases, the industry 
is working together with

Animal health, traceability and the spread of disease remain major 
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government on a brucellosis policy. This 
is done in conjunction with the National 
Animal Health Forum. The industry 
representatives involved agree that 
brucellosis needs serious intervention 
from industry and government.

Traceability remains the single 
most important current drive of the 
industry. It is clear that traceability 
will not dissolve or resolve all animal 
health issues. However, it will assist 
the red meat industry in adding value 
and creating a better product, as well 
as enabling role players to manage 
animal health and biosecurity.

ANIMAL HEALTH FORUM AND LEVIES
The National Animal Health Forum 
(NAHF) saw its chairperson resign 
and Gerhard Schutte appointed as the 
new chairperson. NAHF has a good 
relationship with government and has 
reverted back to its initial obligation to 
act as a forum for decision making.

The statutory levy period was extended 
until November 2022. With this in mind, 
a cluster of industry bodies engaged 
the Bureau for Food and Agricultural 
Policy (BFAP) to ascertain the extent 
of a possible change in the current 
statutory levy setup. The BFAP study 
is in process. The cluster identified the 
following focus areas as guidelines in 
the strategy and implementation plan:
• Animal health and traceability. The 
situational analysis of FMD, other 
biosecurity risks and management 
and control thereof are included.
• Inclusive growth. This includes 
situational analysis for farmer 
development programmes 
in the livestock sector.
• Market access. 
• Competitiveness. 

This is an inclusive approach 
and any and all relevant parties or 
stakeholders are free to engage and 
participate, Van Reenen said.
Phone the RPO on 012 349 1102/3, 
or email rpo@lantic.net.
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