
The Livestock Identification 
and Traceability System South 
Africa (LITS-SA) committee 

recently hosted an information session 
webinar for the public’s information 
on the work done by the different 
shareholders involved in the LITS-SA. 

The LITS-SA committee comprise of 
representatives from the Department 
of Agriculture, Land Reform and Rural 
Development (agriculture department) 
and the captains of the primary and 
secondary red meat industry. Willie 
Clack is the chairperson of LITS-SA and 
is also the chairperson of the legislation 
sub-committee. Dr Kuda Magwedere is 
chairperson of the sub-committee for 
the database and devices and Dr Mike 
Modisane is the chairperson of the 
implementation working committee. 

During the meeting, the independent 
LITS-SA coordinator, Dr Michael 
Bradfield, said the committee 
recommends that early adoption 
of tagging and registering of cattle 
in foot-and-mouth disease (FMD) 
frontier provinces and in communal 
areas are promoted. The agriculture 
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department will consider subsidising 
the purchase of ear tags subject to 
availability of funds and aims to 
purchase tags for FMD protection/
control zones that are at extreme risk. 

Farmers will be required to purchase 
official ear tags and ear tag applicators 
and to register on the database.

Bradfield said LITS-SA believes that 
all primary and secondary livestock 
producers should contribute towards the 
maintenance and improvement of the 
LITS-SA. While government’s budget 
is limited, it has funded the database. 
Donor funding is being investigated. The 
service fee should be on a pay-per-user 
basis, while a percentage of the value for 
all ear tag sales will contribute towards 
the operations and funding of the central 
database by means of a levy. The strategic 
plan for the primary and secondary 
livestock industries is currently being 
developed by the Bureau for Food 
and Agricultural Policy as a proposed 
funding mechanism between the 
agriculture department and the industry.

Dr Marietta Bronkhorst of the 
agriculture department said a 

While the LITS-SA is still a few years away from being fully implemented, 
good progress is being made thanks to the co-operation between the 
agriculture department and red meat industry stakeholders.

LITS-SA well 
on its way

traceability system will support 
the control of outbreaks. 

COMPLETE SYSTEM
Magwedere said the complete integrated 
LITS-SA system will take a number of 
years to implement fully. The next stage 
will be implemented after evaluating 
the outcome of the previous stage(s): 
•  Stage 1: Continue with the 
current identification system;
• Stage 2: Develop and implement 
LITS-SA based on existing legislation;
• Stage 3: Develop and impletement 
LITS-SA based on revised legislation and 
modern methods of animal identification;
• Final Stage 4: An integrated LITS-SA.

 The key drivers of animal disease 
traceability are product certification; a 
swift response to disease outbreaks; a 
reduction in the period of disruption; the 
restoring of access to hard-earned export 
markets; and support of biosecurity 
management of the FMD-free zone.

EAR TAGS
LITS-SA recommends that a primary 
official radio frequency identification 
(RFID) tag be used to identify animals. 
The tag number must be unique and 
used for one lifetime only. The tags 
will conform to one design and have 
standardised official information.

The official tag must be tamperproof, 
easy to apply, give excellent retention 
and be designed to ‘last for life’. The 
obligatory primary RFID tag will 
attached to the left ear as observed from 
behind the animal and the secondary 
tag will be placed in the right ear. 

In order to ensure the efficiency of 
the LITS-SA, cattle keepers will have to 
notify relevant authorities of movements 
of cattle to or from their farms; report 
cattle that have died or were slaughtered; 
and report cattle that have gone missing. 
All required records in respect of 
tagged cattle will have to be kept.
Phone the RPO on 012 349 1102/3, 
or email rpo@lantic.net.
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