
A recent meeting between Thoko 
Didiza, Minister of Agriculture, 
Land Reform and Rural 

Development (agriculture department), 
and representatives of the National 
Animal Health Forum (NAHF) was 
very constructive, said Gerhard 
Schutte, chairperson of the NAHF. 

During the meeting, government 
intervention and plans to upgrade 
biosecurity was communicated by 
the director general of the agriculture 
department, Mooketsa Ramasodi, which 
included short-, medium-, and long-
term interventions (see FW, 18 February). 
The basis of this would be co-operation 
between the agriculture department, 
industry role players, the provinces, and 
the provincial animal health forums. 

The NAHF made it clear that the 
stakes were high in terms of risk and 
that the red meat industry could miss 
the goals in the Agriculture and Agro-
processing Master Plan (AAMP) if the 
National Veterinary Strategy was not 
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rolled out, and if capacity was not given 
to the implementation of this strategy. 

VACCINE SHORTAGE
The NAHF indicated that the availability 
of vaccines from Onderstepoort 
Biological Products (OBP) had become 
a risk to the national herd and 
jeopardised the national herd immunity. 
It added that inconsistent vaccine 
availability needed urgent attention. 

The NAHF raised the R500 million 
project that had been earmarked for 
upgrades at OBP, and asked to be 
informed of what the progress of 
these upgrades were. The NAHF also 
said that it was concerned about the 
turnover in human resources at OBP, 
as well as OBP’s strong export focus.

Moreover, the NAHF expressed 
concern that the risk for the red meat 
industry was too high for farmers 
to be dependent only on OBP when 
it came to the availability of certain 
strategic vaccines, and that private 
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enterprises needed to play a bigger 
role in order to mitigate this risk. 

Recommendations in terms of 
vaccine shortages was to speed 
up vaccine registrations that 
already complied with Act 36. 

“We propose that emergency 
registrations through acts 101, 36 
and 35 should be considered. 

“Furthermore, intellectual property 
sharing is in the national interest and 
needs to be investigated with urgency,” 
a statement by the NAHF said. 

The NAHF also raised concern about 
the fact that South Africa needed 
to procure foot-and-mouth disease 
(FMD) vaccines from Botswana. South 
Africa lost its FMD-free status from 
the World Organisation for Animal 
Health (OIE) a few years ago, and have 
still not managed to regain its status. 

The NAHF thus said that the 
Agricultural Research Council (ARC) 
needed to speed up the process of FMD 
vaccine manufacture in South Africa. 
The NAHF also raised concern about 
the funds made available to the ARC 
to produce the FMD vaccines, and 
requested that the ARC provide feedback 
on the progress of the development of the 
facility to produce local FMD vaccines.

The NAHF said that the best way 
for the red meat industry and related 
stakeholders to regain its FMD-
free status and improve vaccine 
availability was for the private and 
public sectors to work together.

“The industry needs [the] OBP, ARC 
[and] private enterprises to mitigate the 
risk [of animal disease] and to keep the 
national heard health status in place. 

“The industry [also] needs [its] FMD-
free status back from the OIE and 
agrees that public-private partnerships 
are crucial to achieve [this] goal.”
Phone the RPO on 012 349 1102/3 
or email rpo@lantic.net.
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